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so that they became as it were a body of royal treasurers.
This use of the trained man of business is analogous to The.
the use of trained clerks in the general administration, and tion of the"
of trained lawyers to hear cases in the royal court. The great domain
offices of State became less and less important. Theobald of
Blois continued to have the name of seneschal, but after his
death in 1191 the office ceased to exist, as that of chancellor
had ceased in 1185. The others remained, but only with
formal and ceremonial functions. For the administration of
the domain Philip II created a new official—the bailli—on
the model of the baillis instituted in Normandy by Henry II.
When Philip departed on crusade in 1190, leaving his mother
and the archbishop of Rheims as regents during his absence,
he drew up a Testament, which contained careful instructions
for the government, especially of the domain. The duties of
the baillis were minutely detailed : they were to hold monthly
assizes, to collect the royal revenues, of which they had to
render account three times a year, and in general to supervise
the work of the provosts. In fact their duties were very
similar to those of the sheriffs in England.
The domain was still the principal sphere of royal govern- Justice and
ment. But the king's Curia was not solely preoccupied withrevenue
the domain, since the king was now definitely exercising his
sovereignty beyond it. The suits that came to the king's
court from different parts of the country were steadily increas-
ing in number, and once again, though at present infrequently,
assemblies of the great vassals, lay and ecclesiastical, were
being held. Nor was the king entirely dependent on the
domain for his resources. Military service was frequently
commuted for a money payment, and the king was relying
more and more on paid soldiers. The domain was still the
principal source of the king's revenue, derived from feudal
dues and the profits of justice, but there were now other
sources as well, besides the Church. The towns have already
been mentioned. There were also the Jews, whom Philip
ruthlessly exploited: he began by expelling them, then
allowed them to return on payment of a huge sum of money,
and finally levied an annual tax from them. There was even
one occasion when he raised a general tax, the " Saladin
tithe " in 1188 for the purpose of the crusade. This was
exceptional, and the Church was strong enough to prevent

